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Statement on the white supremacist massacre in Buffalo, NY, 14 May 2022

Another 10 innocent human beings massacred based on the color of their skin. Another group
of family, friends, and community devastated.  Another manifesto detailing the evil, twisted
ideology of replacement theory encouraged by politicians today and considered “mainstream.”
Another round of thoughts and prayers.  Another call to arms for sensible gun control. There
will always be another unless we dismantle this illusion of white supremacy and the racist
systems of oppression that resist progress. With so much at stake, silence is no longer an
option.  If you want to Be the Change, we urge the following local actions: attend our Sunday
Protests (11:00am-1:00pm, at the Westerly Post Office); attend town council and school board
meetings; run for local elected positions; actively talk to and encourage action by friends and
family; lobby for, create and support town/school Multicultural Committees and equity
audits.  On a national level, join organizations dedicated to anti-racism, such as NAACP,
ACLU, Poor People’s Campaign, and others.

May the memories of those slain be hallowed, and may their tragic deaths inspire meaningful
action in ALL of us.

In Memoriam
Ruth Whitfield of Buffalo, N.Y. – age 86
Pearl Young of Buffalo, N.Y. – age 77
Katherine Massey of Buffalo, N.Y. – age 72
Heyward Patterson of Buffalo, N.Y. – age 67
Celestine Chaney of Buffalo, N.Y. – age 65
Geraldine Talley of Buffalo, N.Y. – age 62
Aaron Salter of Lockport, N.Y. – age 55
Andre Mackneil of Auburn, N.Y. – age 53
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Margus D. Morrison of Buffalo, N.Y. – age 52
Roberta A. Drury of Buffalo, N.Y. – age 32


